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DETAILED ACTION 


Specification 


1. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract should be in 
narrative form and generally limited to a " single paragraph" on a separate sheet. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 


2. Claim 30 is objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 30, line 1 
the word 11 steam " should be corrected as " stream ". 
Appropriate correction is required. 


3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 


4. Claims 1,7, 8, 13, 15-18, 22, 36, 37, 40, 41, 46, 47, 48, 49, 54, 57 and 60 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Richards (U S 6,477,267 B1). 
Regarding claim 1, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 


Claim Objections 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 


techniques comprising the steps of: 
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capturing the images of the object as a sequence of images (column 4, lines 1-6, 
and column 8, lines 12-19); 

encoding the sequence of images as video having video frames (column 12, 
lines 46-49 and column 14, lines 33-51 ); and, 

viewing the object in 3-D by random access of the video (column 8, lines 12-19). 

Regarding claim 7, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques wherein the video is streamed so that the viewing can start as soon as one 
or more frames have been received (column 8, lines 12-19). 

Regarding claim 8, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques wherein the step of encoding includes the step of compressing the video 
(column 10, lines 3-5 and column 13, lines 15-22). 

Regarding claim 13, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques wherein the step of viewing includes the step of pre-decoding the video for 
real-time display (column 2, lines 35-39). 

Regarding claim 15, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques wherein the step of viewing the object includes the step of streaming the 
most important frames first (column 12, lines 61-65). 

Regarding claim 16, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques further including the step of editing the captured images before encoding 
(column 9, lines 3-6 and column 13, lines 31-55). 


Application/Control Number: 09/873,056 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

Regarding claim 17, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques further comprising the step of manipulating the object while viewing the 
object (column 8, lines 22-32 and column 9, 3-6). 

Regarding claim 18, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques the step of manipulating includes the step of rotating the object (column 8, 
lines 12-19). 

Regarding claim 22, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques further comprising the step of storing the image sequence in a database 
(column 9, lines 7-12 and column 10, lines 29-37). 

Claim 36, is similarly analyzed as claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 37, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques wherein the image capture device includes a camera (column 8, lines 26- 
30). 

Claim 40, is similarly analyzed as claim 7 above. 
Claim 41, is similarly analyzed as claim 8 above. 
Claim 46, is similarly analyzed as claim 13 above. 
Claim 47, is similarly analyzed as claim 16 above. 
Claim 48, is similarly analyzed as claim 17 above. 
Claim 49, is similarly analyzed as claim 22 above. 
Regarding claim 54, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques comprising the steps of: 
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capturing the images of the object as a sequence of images (column 4, lines 1- 
6and column 8, lines 12-19); 

encoding the sequence of images as video having video frames (column 12, 
lines 46-49 and column 14, lines 33-51); 

storing the video in a database (column 9, lines 7-13); 

viewing the object in 3-D through random access of the video (column 8, lines 
12-19); and, 

manipulating the object in 3-D (column 8, lines 22-32 and column 9, lines 3-6). 

Claim 57, is similarly analyzed as claim 54 above. 

Regarding claim 60, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques further comprising the steps of: receiving the video by a user (column 5, 
lines 57-67); viewing the object in 3-D through random access of the received video 
9column 8, lines 12-19); and, manipulating the object in 3-D 9column 8, lines 22-32 and 
column 9, lines 3-6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 9-12, 14,19, 42, 43-45, 55 and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Richards (U S 6,477,267 B1 ) in view of Wee et al (U S 
6,507,618 B1). 

Regarding claim 9, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the step 
of compressing uses MPEG. 

In the same field (compressed video) of endeavor, however, Wee discloses 
compressed video signal including independently coded regions comprising the step of 
compressing uses MPEG (column 7, lines 2-16 and column 12, lines 59-61). 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use MPEG as taught by Wee in the system of Richards because 
Wee provides an improved signal processing and more particularly provides a 
compression system that utilizes independently coded regions to permit select 
extraction of image objects, or editing of select areas of an image frame, without 
necessarily decompressing all image data in each frame. 

Regarding claim 10, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of compressing uses H.261. 

In the same field (compressed video) of endeavor, however, Wee discloses 
compressed video signal including independently coded regions comprising the step of 
compressing uses MPEG (column 7, lines 2-16 and column 12, lines 59-61). 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use MPEG as taught by Wee in the system of Richards because 
Wee provides an improved signal processing and more particularly provides a 
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compression system that utilizes independently coded regions to permit select 
extraction of image objects, or editing of select areas of an image frame, without 
necessarily decompressing all image data in each frame. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of compressing uses H.263. 

In the same field (compressed video) of endeavor, however, Wee discloses 
compressed video signal including independently coded regions comprising the step of 
compressing uses H.263 (column 7, lines 45-52). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use H.263 as taught by Wee in the system of Richards because 
Wee provides an improved signal processing and more particularly provides a 
compression system that utilizes independently coded regions to permit select 
extraction of image objects, or editing of select areas of an image frame, without 
necessarily decompressing all image data in each frame. 

Regarding claim 12, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of compressing uses H.263+. 

In the same field (compressed video) of endeavor, however, Wee discloses 
compressed video signal including independently coded regions comprising the step of 
compressing uses H.263+ (column 7, lines 45-52). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use H.263+ as taught by Wee in the system of Richards because 
Wee provides an improved signal processing and more particularly provides a 
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compression system that utilizes independently coded regions to permit select 
extraction of image objects, or editing of select areas of an image frame, without 
necessarily decompressing all image data in each frame. 

Regarding claim 14, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
video is compressed using MPEG and the step of viewing the object includes the step 
of streaming I frames followed by P frames followed by B frames. 
In the same field (compressed video) of endeavor, however, Wee discloses 
compressed video signal including independently coded regions comprising the step of 
streaming I frames followed by P frames followed by B frames (column 12, lines 50-61 
and column 19, lines 6-19). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use streaming I frames followed by P frames followed by B 
frames as taught by Wee in the system of Richards because Wee provides an improved 
signal processing and more particularly provides a compression system that utilizes 
independently coded regions to permit select extraction of image objects, or editing of 
select areas of an image frame, without necessarily decompressing all image data in 
each frame. 

Regarding claim 19, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of manipulating includes the step of zooming the object. 
In the same field (compressed video) of endeavor, however, Wee discloses 
compressed video signal including independently coded regions comprising the step of 
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manipulating includes the step of zooming the object (fig. 4 element 213 and column 14, 
lines 16-26). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use zooming the object as taught by Wee in the system of 
Richards because Wee provides an improved signal processing and more particularly 
provides a compression system that utilizes independently coded regions to permit 
select extraction of image objects, or editing of select areas of an image frame, without 
necessarily decompressing all image data in each frame. 

Claim 42, is similarly analyzed as claim 9 above. 

Claim 43, is similarly analyzed as claim 10 above. 

Claim 44, is similarly analyzed as claim 1 1 above. 

Regarding claim 45, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of the viewer includes a look-up-table (LUT) for mapping the view angle to a frame 
number. 

In the same field (compressed video) of endeavor, however, Wee discloses 
compressed video signal including independently coded regions comprising the step of 
the viewer includes a look-up-table (LUT) for mapping the view angle to a frame number 
(column 15, lines 36-44). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use look-up table as taught by Wee in the system of Richards 
because Wee provides an improved signal processing and more particularly provides a 
compression system that utilizes independently coded regions to permit select 
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extraction of image objects, or editing of select areas of an image frame, without 
necessarily decompressing all image data in each frame. 

Claim 55, is similarly analyzed as claim 9 above. 

Claim 58, is similarly analyzed as claim 9 above. 
7. Claims 23-35, 5-53, 56 and 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Richards (U S 6,477,267 B1) in view of Sarkar (U S 6,012,067). 

Regarding claim 23, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of the database is a centralized database. 

In the same field (computer system) of endeavor, however, Sarkar discloses a system 
for sorting and manipulating objects in plurality of relational data comprising the step of 
the database is a centralized database (column 11, lines 22-25). 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use centralized database as taught by Wee in the system of 
Richards because Sarkar provides database systems for storing and manipulating any 
kind of data on internet. With the advancement of internet and W.W.W, a large number 
of different types of objects such a video, audio, image as well as relational data are 
being created every day. Additionally, database transactions over the web, internet 
commerce, security and distributed many tier applications architecture are also posing 
demand for new technology solutions. This system relates to these specific technology 
needs. 

Regarding claim 24, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of the database is a distributed database. 
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In the same field (computer system) of endeavor, however, Sarkar discloses a system 
for sorting and manipulating objects in plurality of relational data comprising the step of 
the database is a distributed database (column 5, lines 23-27). 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use distributed database as taught by Wee in the system of 
Richards because Sarkar provides database systems for storing and manipulating any 
kind of data on internet. With the advancement of internet and W.W.W, a large number 
of different types of objects such a video, audio, image as well as relational data are 
being created every day. Additionally, database transactions over the web, internet 
commerce, security and distributed many tier applications architecture are also posing 
demand for new technology solutions. This system relates to these specific technology 
needs. 

Regarding claim 25, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of the database is accessed through a network. 

In the same field (computer system) of endeavor, however, Sarkar discloses a system 
for sorting and manipulating objects in plurality of relational data comprising the step of 
the database is accessed through a network (column 8, lines 39-44). 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use database is accessed through a network as taught by Wee 
in the system of Richards because Sarkar provides database systems for storing and 
manipulating any kind of data on internet. With the advancement of internet and 
W.W.W, a large number of different types of objects such a video, audio, image as well 
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as relational data are being created every day. Additionally, database transactions over 
the web, internet commerce, security and distributed many tier applications architecture 
are also posing demand for new technology solutions. This system relates to these 
specific technology needs. 

Regarding claim 26, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of the network is the Internet. 

In the same field (computer system) of endeavor, however, Sarkar discloses a system 
for sorting and manipulating objects in plurality of relational data comprising the step of 
the network is the Internet (column 1 1 , lines 18-25). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the network is the Internet as taught by Wee in the system of 
Richards because Sarkar provides database systems for storing and manipulating any 
kind of data on internet. With the advancement of internet and W.W.W, a large number 
of different types of objects such a video, audio, image as well as relational data are 
being created every day. Additionally, database transactions over the web, internet 
commerce, security and distributed many tier applications architecture are also posing 
demand for new technology solutions. This system relates to these specific technology 
needs. 

Regarding claim 27, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of publishing the URL corresponding to the location of the image sequence within 
the database. 
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In the same field (computer system) of endeavor, however, Sarkar discloses a system 
for sorting and manipulating objects in plurality of relational data comprising the step of 
publishing the URL corresponding to the location of the image sequence within the 
database (column 8, lines 39-44). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use URL as taught by Wee in the system of Richards because 
Sarkar provides database systems for storing and manipulating any kind of data on 
internet. With the advancement of internet and W.W.W, a large number of different 
types of objects such a video, audio, image as well as relational data are being created 
every day. Additionally, database transactions over the web, internet commerce, 
security and distributed many tier applications architecture are also posing demand for 
new technology solutions. This system relates to these specific technology needs 

Regarding claim 28, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of the URL is password protected. 

In the same field (computer system) of endeavor, however, Sarkar discloses a system 
for sorting and manipulating objects in plurality of relational data comprising the step of 
the URL is password protected (column 11, lines 18-25). 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use of the URL is password protected as taught by Wee in the 
system of Richards because Sarkar provides database systems for storing and 
manipulating any kind of data on internet. With the advancement of internet and 
W.W.W, a large number of different types of objects such a video, audio, image as well 
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as relational data are being created every day. Additionally, database transactions over 
the web, internet commerce, security and distributed many tier applications architecture 
are also posing demand for new technology solutions. This system relates to these 
specific technology needs 

Regarding claim 29, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of the step of viewing including the step of downloading a separate multimedia 
stream. 

In the same field (computer system) of endeavor, however, Sarkar discloses a system 
for sorting and manipulating objects in plurality of relational data comprising the step of 
the step of viewing including the step of downloading a separate multimedia stream 
(column 11, lines 8-11). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the downloading as taught by Wee in the system of Richards 
because Sarkar provides database systems for storing and manipulating any kind of 
data on internet. With the advancement of internet and W.W.W, a large number of 
different types of objects such a video, audio, image as well as relational data are being 
created every day. Additionally, database transactions over the web, internet 
commerce, security and distributed many tier applications architecture are also posing 
demand for new technology solutions. This system relates to these specific technology 
needs 

Regarding claim 30, Richards is silent about the specific details regarding the 
step of the separate multimedia steam includes zoom data requested by the user. 
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In the same field (computer system) of endeavor, however, Sarkar discloses a system 
for sorting and manipulating objects in plurality of relational data comprising the step of 
the step of the separate multimedia steam includes zoom data requested by the user 
(column 5, lines 49-57). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use zooming data as taught by Wee in the system of Richards 
because Sarkar provides database systems for storing and manipulating any kind of 
data on internet. With the advancement of internet and W.W.W, a large number of 
different types of objects such a video, audio, image as well as relational data are being 
created every day. Additionally, database transactions over the web, internet 
commerce, security and distributed many tier applications architecture are also posing 
demand for new technology solutions. This system relates to these specific technology 
needs. 

Regarding claim 31, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques wherein the separate multimedia stream includes other related data 
requested by the user (column 10, lines 60-63 and column 12, lines 61-65). 

Regarding claim 32, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques wherein the related data is video (column 10, lines 41-46). 

Regarding claim 33, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques wherein the related data is still images (column 8, lines 12-19). 

Regarding claim 34, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques wherein the related data is sound (column 13, lines 36-40). 
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Regarding claim 35, Richards discloses image conversion and encoding 
techniques wherein the related data is coordinates of points on the object(column 4, 
lines 1-7). 

Claim 50, is similarly analyzed as claim 23 above. 
Claim 51, is similarly analyzed as claim 24 above. 
Claim 52, is similarly analyzed as claim 25 above. 
Claim 53, is similarly analyzed as claim 26 above. 
Claim 56, is similarly analyzed as claim 26 above. 
Claim 59, is similarly analyzed as claim 26 above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 2-6, 20, 21 , 38, 39, are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest, obtaining a sequence of projected 
2D images by projecting the 3D volume data at prescribed azimuth and elevation 
angles; encoding the sequence of projected 2D images wherein each images are 
tagged with azimuth and elevation angles in combination into other features and 
elements of claims 61 , 74 and 78. 

1 0. Claims 61 -83 are allowed. 

Other Prior Art Cited 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
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applicant's disclosure. 

Adler et al (U S 6,028,907) disclose system and method for three-dimensional 
geometric modeling by extracting and merging two-dimensional contours from CT slice 
data and CT scout data. 

Hossack et al (U S 6,51 1 ,426) disclose medical diagnostic ultrasound system 
and method for versatile processing. 

Abato et al (U. S. 6,513,069 B1) disclose enhanced video programming system 
and method for providing a distributed community network. 

Contact Information 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to ABOLFAZL TABATABAI whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-5917. 

The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Mehta Bhavesh M, can be reached at (703) 308-5246. The fax 
phone number for organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Abolfazl Tabatabai 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2625 
June 12, 2004 
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